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Leaving a church can be a di�cult and emotional ordeal, especially when you have been a part of

your church for some time. Our churches are places where we have forged strong bonds and

relationships with those who believe as we do. But like many things, sometimes churches change

because people change. Because of this we must remain ever vigilant and discerning as to what

our churches , what they , and most importantly, what they . Granted, there is

absolutely no such thing as a perfect church, however there are both subtle and glaring signs that

a church is �owing in a wrong direction. And no matter how much you love the people and

leadership, no matter your personal ties and 'history' you may have, it may become necessary to

sever ties with a church, because your soul and your spiritual life are at stake. And while doctrine

is not the  reason to leave a church, it remains a  reason. But how does a church even

begin to pick up and go in a wrong direction?

exactly right?

speak do believe

only major

When the leadership of any church begins to seek for something fresh for its congregation, they

are potentially opening themselves to error. Seducing spirits are more than willing to aid those

searching for something . This is why discernment must be exercised at all times, especially

as it relates to doctrine. If proper discernment is not exercised, leadership then runs the risk of

guiding their congregation into error. The truth is that every church will take upon itself the

character, the mindset, and the doctrinal disposition of its leadership. This can be good--but it

can also be bad.

more

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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Each week we attend our services; not by force, but willingly. After a long week, we desire three

things:

As much as we long for these things, does there ever come a point in time where it becomes

necessary to leave our church? The answer as we have stated, is an emphatic 'yes'. 

Have you ever been in a perfect church? A church where everything runs smoothly, and where

everyone gets along? A place where everything runs smoothly, and where everyone gets along? A

place where everything is  right? Whether you attend a mid-sized, mega-sized, or a small

country church, we all would like to believe that our particular is perfect. I once heard a preacher

say years ago that if there ever  a perfect church, it would cease to be so as soon as  got

there. 

To fellowship with the saints

To pray and worship the Lord

To fed by the Word

exactly

was you

If one is in a church that begins moving in a wrong direction both doctrinally and in practice,

what do you do? Many become caught between a rock and a hard place, almost seeing no way out

or around the inevitable. There are several choices to be made here, but can any one of them stop

the trajectory of the church?     

You can stay and ignore the 'bad stu�'.

You can stay and '�ow' with the bad stu�.

You can stay and protest, causing division along the way.

You can stay and pray, holding out hope that things will change.

You can leave.

What are we trying to say? Simply, that , because we ourselves are

. Each local church is unique; possessing the qualities passed on to it by its leadership.

there are no perfect churches

imperfect

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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I’ve heard it said that church hurt is the worst kind of hurt. To be mistreated by a brother or

sister in the Lord, whether by word or by deed, is a most terrible thing. It is a breach that should

be avoided at all costs. There will be disagreements, there will be misunderstandings, and there

can at time be outright bad behavior on the part of any professed Christian. But is  a

church for these reasons warranted? Those on the receiving end of being hurt, would argue yes.

And if it were you or I, we might opt to do the same. But in these cases we must go to scripture.

leaving

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which

no man shall see the Lord” ( )Hebrews 12:14

“If it be possible, as much as it lieth in you, live  peaceably

with all men” ( )Romans 12:18

We see here that the goal is peace and that we are to pursue it. The responsibility remains with

each one of us to not only be at peace with those around us, but also with our brothers and sisters

in Christ. If this does not happen in our churches, amongst one another, the apostle Paul warns:

I feel it necessary here to address several of the reasons why people do leave some churches. I’d

like to address them apart from the other reasons I will cite because I believe these reasons

don't   need to result in an individual departing his or her church. necessarily

Live In Peace With Each Other

“But If ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye

be not consumed one of another.” ( )Galatians 5:15

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/12-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/12-18.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/5-15.html
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“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye

have love one to another” ( )John 13:35

As we forgive one another, as Christ has forgiven us, I believe that exiting a particular church can

be avoided. Of course, as in all things, we must be guided by the Spirit of God and not be led by

our emotions alone.

What some fail to realize is that the world is watching. We would like to believe that what

happens in God’s house stays in God’s house, but this isn’t the case. How we treat and respond to

one another remains the key that shows the world who we really are:

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/13-35.html
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When Should We Leave A Church?

Aside from these things, when does it become necessary to leave a church? While not

exhaustive, I believe that there at least nine things that legitimize leaving a particular church. We

believe that each one is dangerous because they lead us  from Christ. When any one of these

become the norm in any church, then, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a change of

churches is warranted.

truly 

away

1. When Christ is no longer proclaimed as the  way to salvation.only

  "And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 

  unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the     

 reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ." 

 Colossians 3:23-24

When we begin to expect or desire to be rewarded or recognized for what we do, we must

question our motives. Until we settle that our work is for the Lord alone, there will continue to be

a nagging bitterness that what we’ve done has not been recognized. If someone leaves a church

for this reason, it is a sure sign of immaturity on many levels. Going to a new church will not

change anything, because unless the Lord intervenes, this unpleasant attitude will rise again.

Another prime reason why people leave churches is because of hurt feelings. Many begin to feel

undervalued and unappreciated because their work in the ministry is not recognized or rewarded.

To that we say, who is our work in the ministry for? Do we do what we do for the church or for

the Lord? We read:        

As Unto The Lord And Not Men

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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When any particular church goes down this path, they cease to be a church. There was no

bloodless sacri�ce on the Cross; and yes, He died for sins. These are truths that cannot be set

aside. They are the reason that we can say that we are saved. Those who venture into

“progressive” Christian churches will �nd that they are not Christian at all. One of these

churches touts that, “The Christian faith is our way of being faithful to God. But it is  the only

way.” (emphasis mine). Can this be considered a true church? Unfortunately, many non-

progressives believe the same way.

our 

not

While some churches proclaim Christ as Way, their actions speak otherwise. There are

churches who now refuse to sing songs about the blood of Jesus, because it’s all too gory. Other

churches make no mention of His sacri�ce, and even downplay our sin, because it’s all too

“negative.” Can this be considered a true church?

the 

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the

forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s

grace” ( )Ephesians 1:7

When this truth is no longer proclaimed, or is intentionally glossed over, or even denied, then it

is time to leave that church.

2. When adherence to Old Testament law (namely the keeping of Jewish

feast days) begins to be  and .preached practiced

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=
https://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-7.html


When Should I Leave My Church?

Page 7

When Should I Leave My Church?

Many churches have become “Judaizers” without realizing it. Judaizers are Christians who teach

that is necessary to adopt Jewish customs and practices, in some cases, in order to be saved, and

in others, to enhance and bring about a fuller obedience to our walk with the Lord. For those

caught up in this false teaching, a careful reading of the book of Galatians will su�ce. In it, the

apostle Paul soundly refutes and condemns it.

When a church begins to perform Jewish rituals as a sign of obedience, they have erred from the

truth. Read this statement from Paul:

“Knowing that a man is not justi�ed by the works of the

law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have

believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justi�ed by the

faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the

works of the law shall no �esh be justi�ed” ( )Galatians 2:16

Going back under Law is like taking the drawers out of a dresser to make it easier to move—

except for one thing: when you take the drawers out, you place them on top of the dresser, and

then proceed to move it. What have you done? You have cancelled out the freedom and ease you

had without them, and given yourself a burden to carry.

 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath   

 made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 

 bondage.” (Galatians 5:1)

Christ has made us free; why would we needlessly entangle ourselves again under a yoke of

bondage? This is what we do, as unintentional as it may be.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-16.html
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Christians who continue to observe and practice the Jewish feasts, especially the Passover, have a

 misunderstanding and near disregard of Christ’s sacri�ce on the Cross. We cannot

improve upon what Christ has done by observing them.

complete

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in

respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the

sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but

the body is of Christ” ( )Colossians 2:16-17

Paul states here that Christ is the  of those things (feast days and the Mosaic law). They

are but shadows of what was to come. Since Christ now   come, why should we continue to live

in the shadow? If a church persists in living in the shadow, (and this in no way denigrates the

entire Old Testament; we are speaking of feast-keeping alone), then that church is leading its

people , and not ; you do not need to be there because things will continue to

spiral down that road.

 substance

has

backward forward

https://www.biblestudytools.com/colossians/passage/?q=colossians+2:16-17
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3. When there are major departures from traditional biblical doctrine (i.e., a

denial of the Trinity, or a denial of any of the Holy Spirit’s operations).

Does the church believe in the Trinity? Do they deny any of the operations of the Holy Spirit? Here,

there must be no compromise. We do not intend to give a treatise on the Trinity and how it is to be

understood; that is not the aim of this writing. We are simply stating that we must be careful not to

refute an entire biblical truth because we are unable to fully grasp or understand it.

How a church views the Trinity, Christ, or the Holy Spirit matters. These are foundational truths

that must  be compromised. To quote one preacher's words, 

 I believe this statement holds true for the Trinity and the Holy Spirit as

well. 

First, we should take a moment to separate traditional biblical doctrines, from various

denominational interpretations. The following are some of the things that churches disagree on, all

based on their particular denomination: 

not "If you get Jesus wrong, it doesn't

matter what you get right."
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Whether to baptize in Jesus' name, or in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

The timing of the Rapture or Tribulation;

Whether or not tongues are for today or not 

While these things are serious in themselves. these di�erences or interpretations should not

separate us (though we know that they do). 

There are other churches, while not outright denying the validity of the Trinity, have rather

sought to detract from the Holy Spirit by denying some of His operations. To say that the Holy

Spirit does not convict the believer of sin is near blasphemy, if not blasphemy. Those who believe

this say that the Spirit convicts the  of sin, but He only convicts the Christian

of . One teacher responds this way to this error, and I quote and agree:

world

 righteousness

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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Concerning the Bible they believe: “We don’t think that God wrote the Bible. We think it was

written by fallible human beings who were  by (not dictated to by) the Holy Spirit.

Hence, ” (United Methodist Insight)

  inspired

we don’t consider it to be infallible or inerrant.

Earlier we cited the views of some progressive churches. We cite them again here, because there

are some mainstream churches who are leaning in this direction, even if left unspoken. For the

record, progressive Christianity is a movement, not a denomination.

What a statement! It is a statement that you should expect from those who don’t know the Lord,

but it is unfortunate when many within the body of true Christian churches believe the same

way. If any church does not believe that the Bible is the Word, and does not simply contain the

Word of God, that church is to be suspect. If I knew that a church I attended believed this way, it

would be time to leave.

Only when we become discerning Christians will we be able to recognize when our church may

be headed in a wrong direction. Discernment is the responsibility of each and every Christian.

May we all be careful to contend for the faith, striving to remain faithful to the Lord in all that

we do.

When a church deviates from traditional, foundational biblical truth, and refuses to move from it,

it is time to leave that church.

4. When the Bible in its  is not proclaimed as being divine and

inspired by the Holy Spirit.

entirety

“So who convicts us?... It goes without saying that if the Holy Spirit convicts us of righteousness,

we are convicted of what is unrighteous as well.  Furthermore, if the Holy Spirit guides us into all

truth, does that truth not include the truth about sin which should be convicting to any true

believer?” (Growing Christians Ministries)

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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Worship and praise are necessary components to the Christian life; and without it, we would be

empty. God wants us to worship him for all that He has done, and He wants us to praise him

because He is worthy. Music can play a vital role in our praise and worship but as we shall see, if

our music is not right, neither will our praise and worship be right. When our music does not

glorify the Lord, it can lead us into the �esh. But when our �esh becomes involved, we do not

please God.     

"So then they that are in the �esh cannot please God." (Romans 8:8)

A church that charms, is a church that goes the way of entertaining their members, with light

shows, smoke machines, mimicking a concert experience. These churches also o�er sweet little

messages that cannot be considered milk or strong meat, but rather, more like candy. These

messages have a false sense of inspiration, �lled with catchy phrases, and the skin of truth, but

do not feed the growing Christian, or begin to challenge the more spiritually minded.  I recently

saw one popular pastor quoting verses as he strutted and danced across the stage, exciting the

crowd. Were they inspired? Or were they entertained? These messages render their respective

congregations powerless to handle the trials and tribulations that accompany this life in Christ.

Truth will empower and inspire, as well as encourage and challenge; not to mention enlighten.

We need a word that will build us, and not just make us feel good. Sometimes we need a word that

will shake us from our spiritual stupor; sometimes we need a word that will remind of who Jesus

is and what He has done. Candy messages, light shows and smoke machines, do neither.   If this

begins to be the direction a church goes, it may be time to move on. 

5. When the church seeks to  rather than charm challenge.

6.  When the praise and worship become nothing more than festivals of the

�esh.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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"And in the process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought

the fruit of the ground and o�ering to the Lord. And Abel, he

also brought of the �rstlings of his �ock and of the fat thereof.

And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his o�ering. But

unto Cain and to his o�ering he had not respect. And Cain was

very wroth, and his countenance fell." (Genesis 4:3-5)

You see, when it comes to praise and worship, anything does  go. Being in God's house does

not give us the freedom or license to do  we feel is from the Lord. Many, in the 'heat'

of the moment, step into the �esh and end up quenching the Spirit of God; He will draw back in

the presence of �esh.   

not

whatever

There's a way to worship God, and there is a way  to worship God. There is nothing wrong

with going to the house of the Lord and getting excited and listening to the music and lifting up

your hands and shouting. But we must make sure that when we do so, we do not step over the

�ne line between the �esh and the Spirit. Our �esh wants to please , but our spirit wants to

please the Lord and reach up to Him.

not

 itself

In Genesis chapter 4, we read the sad story of Cain and Abel, and how Cain killed his brother

because he was angry. But why was he angry? It was because he was rejected and his brother was

not. We read:      

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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7.  When it’s music no longer glori�es God, but rather invites you into

carnality.

We note here that it is most reasonable to assume that both Cain and Abel knew the proper

sacri�ce to o�er to the Lord. This information would have come their parents--Adam in

particular. God provided animal skins to cover their nakedness after they sinned. This was a type

of salvation, that would be provided through Christ. Abel o�ered the �rstlings of his �ock and it

was . Cain was satis�ed to o�er . And while it may have been

good enough for him, it was not what God required, and it was . What are we saying? This

same principle may be applied to our worship. As stated previously, we must not presume to

worship and praise the Lord, in any way that we see �t, because we believe it's what God told 

to do. Is it biblical? Does it align with scripture? God is not obligated to receive or accept worship

or praise if it is �rst, not biblical, and second, if it is not spiritual. We read from John:

received the work of his own hands

rejected

us

What constitutes godly music? It is music that glori�es God, and draws into His presence while 

promoting praise and worship. Godly music will make us aware of His attributes, such as His

graciousness, His mercy, and His love for us. Godly music will also tell us of the great doctrines,

such as justi�cation, sancti�cation, and regeneration. And of course godly music will tell us of

Christ and His sacri�ce for us on the Cross.

  "God is spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in

spirit and in truth." (John 4:24)

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=
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8.   When politics and social justice issues are the driving force and

motivation behind the pulpit.

A nice beat that makes you move, does not constitute godly music. Not being a musician, I may

be missing something, but can we just take  type of music, put ‘Christian’ in front of it, and

call it Christian? Can I bring worldly music into the church, change the lyrics, and somehow it

becomes a Christian song that will bless people? I speak simply as one who desires the Lord's

presence, but music that does not draw me, connect me, lead me or bring me into the presence of

God is lacking. If it isn’t leading me into His presence, where is it leading me? I once watched

online as a church invited the members its congregation to dance and sing to the music they

remembered from their life. The music was from di�erent eras, and as the music played, older

people danced to worldly music from their time, while the younger people danced to popular

worldly music from their time. The church was turned into a club, right there in God's house on

a Sunday morning! While this is obviously an extreme case, nonetheless, the direction a church's

music takes tells us much about the direction they are going spiritually. Music that invites and

encourages carnality cannot simultaneously draw you into the presence of God. This must not

become the norm. 

any

Our music can be vibrant and empowering without encouraging the �esh. God is not looking for

people who simply enjoy playing music, or simply want to be entertained. God is looking for

.   And if for any reason our musicians and worship leaders are not even saved, what

do we have?   We have a church that is missing out on the most intimate dynamics that we are

called to: true praise and worship.

worshippers

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/signs-it-is-time-to-leave-a-church.html
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Nothing incites vitriol amongst the saved and unsaved alike as these issues do. And while these

issues do maintain a level of importance in the scheme of things, they do not begin to hold a candle

to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our pulpits ought to be the place where we can be assured of hearing

an encouraging, empowering, and challenging word from the Lord. Our political and/or social

leaders are not saviors, nor are the parties or groups that they may represent. Government was

instituted by God as a means to keep order and and to maintain lawfulness, because left to ourselves

there would be chaos. When political and social issues become the forefront of a church's life, they

are a distraction to that congregation, and prevent them from hearing from the Word, We have this

powerful command and admonition from Paul the apostle to young Timothy:          

The Cross of Christ stands as  beacon, not  beacon of life, deliverance and transformation.

The Cross has no equal because Christ has no equal. Its value cannot be surpassed, but neither

should its value be minimized. However, when the Cross is not seen or understood in this light in

a church, then not only have they  truth, but even worse, they have in essence

 the fountain of living waters.

the a

compromised

forsaken

  "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;   

 reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsu�ering and

doctrine," 

  (2 Timothy 4:2)

This then is the simple model that the church needs to follow. It is the Word of God alone that

transforms. If a church majors on the political and the social, to the neglect of the  of

God's Word, it may be time to move on.    

full counsel

9.   When the Cross of Christ is not given its proper place.    

What is the proper place for the Cross of Christ? 

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=
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A Final Word

Whenever, it becomes necessary to leave any church, we are, at least temporarily. forfeiting, or

at best relinquishing our fellowship with the saints. This is why leaving a church should not be

done �ippantly, frivolously or haphazardly. We are not to be church 'nomads;'; that is, simply

roaming from church to church never settling. 

   "For my people have committed two evils; they have   

 forsaken me the fountain of living waters, hewed them out 

 cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."       

 (Jeremiah 2:13)

These broken cisterns are the ways and means that man has devised and continues to devise to

improve himself  from the Christ and Him cruci�ed. It should be understood that our

churches are meant to be  and , but without the Cross

in its proper place, our churches are nothing more than . When the Cross

is decreased, we are not increased; i.e., we will not grow properly; and neither will the unsaved

in the midst hear of who Jesus is and what He has done. When a church displaces the Cross,

causing its value and power to be diminished in the eyes and hearing of its congregation, then

it may be time to move on.    

 apart

soul-saving stations soul-building stations

soul-hurting stations

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=
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 "Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it 

 is a good thing that the heart be established with grace..." 

 (Hebrews 13:9a)

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto thine 

 own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and 

 He shall direct your paths." (Proverbs 3:4-6)

If leaving a church is not warranted, then it should not be done. But if it becomes necessary, it

should only be done prayerfully, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He is the �nal voice in

this matter, and He will never lead you astray.         

That's the Word! Take it with you. God bless you.

 "And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 

 good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

 together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

 another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

 approaching." (Hebrews 10:24-25)
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Michael is the author of, , and 

   You can follow him on    and on his Facebook page

at:  . Michael and his wife Eddye have

been married for 42 years, and reside in New York.

 'The Lights In The Windows' 'Churchi�ed Or

Sancti�ed?' YouTube

That's The Word Ministries | Facebook

https://www.amazon.com/LIGHTS-WINDOWS-POWERFUL-PRINCIPLES-EVANGELISM-ebook/dp/B084TRZBR7/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FEXIC480B288&keywords=michael+jakes+the+lights+in+the+windows&qid=1643998757&sprefix=michael+jakes+the+lights+in+the+windows%2Caps%2C46&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/CHURCHIFIED-SANCTIFIED-EXPLORING-RELIGION-RELATIONSHIP/dp/B09BGF8WVC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=18OHNX78M6NPS&keywords=michael+jakes+churchified+or+sanctified&qid=1643998865&sprefix=michael+jakes+churchified+or+sanctified%2Caps%2C32&sr=8-1
https://www.youtube.com/user/revmjay
https://www.facebook.com/thatsthewordmin
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 is an outreach o�ering encouragement and timely

insight on a variety of topics relevant to today's church from a distinctly Cross-

centered perspective. We teach and preach the message of the Cross for

salvation, and for life and living.

That's The Word! Ministries

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=
https://www.thatstheword.org/
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    Both books available on: 

Religion is one of the biggest stumbling blocks in preventing people from

coming to Christ. It has led and continues to lead millions into an eternity without

Him. Religion also keeps the child of God from the blessings of a full life in Christ

because it frustrates the grace of God by bringing works front and center, rather

than Christ and the Cross. But if the Christian life is not about our works, and the

things we do, what is it about?

The Cross is the only way out of the performance trap that many are caught up

in; trying to do more to please the Lord. This is a trap which will lead to the

dangerous path of religion. Only when our faith is placed �rmly in Him, can we come out from under

the burden of works to enjoy the glory of a ful�lling relationship with Him.

In this book, you'll discover what true salvation is, along with the glorious results it brings. You'll also

learn how true Christianity is a far cry from religion--it is a  . You'll

also learn how religion resists relationship, causing us to ask the question, "Are we just  , or

are we truly  ? It's a question that needs to be asked--and answered. One thing is for certain:

the Cross is the dividing line between religion and relationship.

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ

churchi�ed

sancti�ed

Have you ever seen a light in a window and wondered about the truth it

represents? Each light represents a room inhabited by someone who needs to

hear the gospel! The Church has the only message which is able to bring peace

to a world ravaged by sin. But has the Church lost its way? What are we doing

with the Lord's mandate to 'go'? We'll unpack 8 basic principles on evangelism

from the seventeenth chapter of Acts, revealing the power of the Cross to save. 

https://app.designrr.io/projectHtml/721298?token=66b9adf764da005b00d074e58facee08&embed_fonts=

